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Section 6009(a) of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity 
Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), Pub. L. 109-59, amended existing 
Section 4(f) legislation at Section 138 of Title 23 and Section 303 of Title 49, 
United States Code.  This is a revision of Section 4(f) legislation that is meant to 
simplify the processing and approval of projects that have only de minimis 
(minimal) impacts on lands protected by Section 4(f).  The changes presented 
below will be incorporated in a future update of the BDE Manual. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background 
 
This revision provides that once the consideration of Section 4(f) impact 
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation or enhancement measures has occurred, 
the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) may determine that a transportation 
use of Section 4(f) property will result in a de minimis impact on that property.  
The analysis of avoidance alternatives will not be required in order to complete 
the Section 4(f) evaluation process.  Refer to the attached guidance for additional 
information. 
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